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As you look at the events/topics being offered this summer, you may

wonder, how do these get decided? Really, it's all about opportunity,

connection, and knowledgeable volunteers. When I look ahead to start

programming for a season, several factors are considered: county-wide

project interest, educational gaps, and available content experts. What's a

content expert? A person that has extensive knowledge in a project or

focus area. 

Finding content experts and working with them to provide opportunities

for programming is the bread and butter within my position as 4-H

Educator. I'm always looking for parents, community connections, local

businesses/entrepreneurs, state specialists and beyond, that have a spark

to share knowledge with our county youth.
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Partnership + Volunteers =
Programming

UW-MADISON DIVISION
OF EXTENSION VERNON
COUNTY STAFF

YOUTH PHOTOGRAPHY AND ART WINNERS FROM OUR ANNUAL ARTS FEST IN MARCH.  ARTS FEST CONSISTS OF AN ARTS & CRAFTS,
PHOTOGRAPHY, SPEAKING/PERFORMACE, MUSICAL/VOCAL/INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE, AND CLOTHING REVUE COMPETITION
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That said, if you've noticed a gap in our

programming, or would like to step up and offer

to volunteer your time and expertise, please

reach out! 

Volunteering or helping provide programming

within 4-H is very flexible and easy. We work

with you and your schedule, and respect what

time you have available to devote to 4-H or a

specific program. Perhaps you have the time to

lead an entire county-wide project, or maybe you

would like to partner with 4-H for a one-time 2

hour workshop. 

We cannot do the great programming without

volunteers that are willing to share. I also want to

take time to sincerely thank all of our volunteers,

both adults and youth! You make our program

what it is today: vibrant and growing!

Here is a list of some of the programming that we

have offered since the start of our 2021-22 4-H

year (Oct. 1.). None of these would have

happened without willing individuals stepping up

and teaching. 

Painted Rock Hunt

Fall Forum

New 4-H Family Orientation

Blue Origins Online Presentation

Arts and Crafts Project Day

Light the Drive

Awards Banquet

Photography Project Day

Cookie and Cake Decorating Day/Service Project

Arts Fest

Shooting Sports Meet and Greet

Fur, Fin, and Feather

…and MUCH MORE!!

Thank you volunteers! If you have an idea, or

would like to share your content expertise,

please reach out! You never know when you will

spark an interest to learn in a youth and make an

impact on their life! 2

Photo Happenings

RIVERSIDE BADGERS WORKED TOGETHER TO DONATE FOOD IN
THE LAST YOUTH LEADERSHIP CHALLENGE

ADULT LEADERS MET FOR THEIR MONTHLY FEDERATION 
MEETING WHERE COUNTY WIDE DECISIONS ARE MADE 

 THIS QUARTER, THE 4-H OFFICE IS BOASTING THE FANTASTIC 
PHOTOGRAPHY WORK OF KAYLA DOBITZ AS THE FEATURED 
4-HQUARTERLY ARTIST/PHOTOGRAPHER PROGRAM



Beef, Sheep, Swine Tags &
YQCA: All youth that are

planning on exhibiting beef,

sheep, and swine must come and

get fair tags to put in ears on

Saturday, May 7th. Go to the

fairgrounds, and sale committee

members will be there from

8:00-Noon only. If you cannot

make it at this time, please

arrange for someone else to grab

your tags that day. You can also

pick up pig tags at the Swine

Chat later on that afternoon--

announcement for that is in the

Project Update section.

YQCA classes are required

EACH year. Youth may take the

classes online for a $13 fee.

Families will need to take YQCA
online, as Vernon County no
longer has an agriculture
educator to offer in-person
classes. YQCA must be taken by

youth who are exhibiting the

following species: goats, beef,

chickens, swine, rabbits, sheep,

and dairy. To register and

complete online YQCA, go to the

following website:

www.yqcaprogram.org

Updates: What you need to know
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Returning youth must attend 50% of the meetings held from
October to June.  New families must attend 50% of meetings held
from when they joined until June. If joining in June or thereafter,
they cannot exhibit at fair that year. 
Youth have opportunities to make up two missed meetings by
attending other 4-H programming either in-person or virtually.
 If returning families have not registered on 4HOnline by June 1st
and paid dues to their club, they are not able to exhibit at fair.

Eligibility to Exhibit At Fair: This is your annual reminder about the rules
surrounding being able to exhibit your projects at fair. While fair is an
important, mostly referred to as "the cherry on top" event, it isn't the
foundation of 4-H. Club and project leaders, and the county educator
work to provide learning opportunities and skills building all year round to
help shape and form our youth into successful adults. Fair provides an
opportunity for the youth to show what they have been working hard on,
all year. This being said, 4-H has an attendance rule concerning eligibility
to exhibit. If you would like to request a full copy of the policy, please
email: emery.bork@wisc.edu. Main highlights include:

1.

2.

3.

http://www.yqcaprogram.org/


Swine Project: 

Dairy Youth Project
Dairy judging along with Area Animal Science
Days(AASD) is back this year! Workouts will start
Wednesday, May 18th at 7:30 p.m. Save the date for
the for AASD Friday June 17th in Chippewa Falls. All
youth ages 8-19 are invited to be part of the Vernon
County Dairy Judging Team. The only requirement is
you must be in 4-H, as this is a 4-H sanctioned contest.
If you have any questions please call or text coach
Ashley Olson at 608-385-2607 or email at
olsonaa22@aol.com.
Workouts are as follows:

May 18th 7:30 p.m.-Lirr Farms- the Nigh Family
(Holsteins). E4450 State Highway 82 Viroqua, WI
54665

May 25th 7:30 p.m.- Pine Prairie Jerseys and
Holsteins-the Klinkner Family. S7304A State Highway
82 Viroqua, WI 54665

June 1st 7:30 p.m.-Peterson Jerseys-Alana Peterson.
S3667 Peterson Lane Viroqua, WI 54665

June 8th 7:30 p.m.- Lang-Haven Guernseys- the
Langrehr Family. W3411 Fennigkoh Road West
Salem, WI 54669

County-wide Project Updates & Opportunities
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Dairy Youth Project, Ctd.
June 15th 7:30 p.m.- Gran-J Holsteins- Grant and
Jenny Rudrud. E7814 Traastad Road Viroqua, WI
54665

Area Animal Science Days is Friday, June 17th in
Chippewa Falls, WI. This will be an all day event. We
will leave from the Vernon County Extension Office
early morning (time TBD) and return early evening.
This is a great day to have fun, learn and compete with
our dairy youth! 
I look forward to another awesome year for the
Vernon County Dairy Judging Team! -Ashley

Dog Project: 
Registration night is scheduled for May 9th, from
5:30-6:15 PM at the Hansen Arena at the Vernon
County Fairgrounds. Please head to our website to
download the form and review rules. If you do not
have internet access, call our office to request a paper
copy. Dog project training will be held on Mondays,
starting June 6th at the Vernon County Fairgrounds
and will continue through the end of August, weather
permitting. There will be no class on July 4th.
Advanced agility will begin at 5:00 PM and beginner
agility and dog obedience will begin at 6 PM.



5



6

Upcoming Statewide Events

Vernon County Fair is Looking for

Superintendents

Several departments are seeking superintendents at
the fair. Supts help check in and monitor entries at the
fair. It is a paid position, and supts receive free fair
passes. The following 2 positions are open: Dept. 18:
Cultural Arts (Classes C-J) & Dept 26,27,28, 29. 

If you are interested in helping, please contact fair
board member, Bill Marohl at 608-634-4064.
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The University of Wisconsin-Extension prohibits discrimination or harassment of any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, pregnancy (including
childbirth, and medical conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth), physical or mental disability, medical condition (cancer-related or genetic characteristics), ancestry, marital status, age,

sexual orientation, citizenship, or service in the uniformed services (as defined by the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994: service in the uniformed services
includes membership, application for membership, performance of service, application for service, or obligation for service in the uniformed services) in any of its programs or activities.

 
Requests for reasonable accommodations for disabilities or limitations should be made prior to the date of the program or activity for which it is needed. Please do so 10 days before the

program activity so that proper arrangements can be made.
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Additional UW-Madison Division of Extension 
Office Staff

OPEN

Vernon County Agriculture Educator

SHEENA COOK-FUGLSANG

FoodWIse Nutrition Coordinator, Vernon, Crawford 

and Richland Counties

sheena.fuglsang@wisc.edu

Youth Leadership Project:
Challenge 3: #trashtag
This challenge will run for the duration of the month
of May (May 1-June 3). The #trashtag challenge was
an older online trend a few years ago. The focus of
this challenge is to find an area within our county that
needs help and fix/clean it. This is a very general
challenge and can range from clean up to building, etc.
Clubs may complete as many #trashtag challenges as
they wish. Each #trashtag is worth 13 points in the
final tally. Examples include: clean up and repair of
broken playground equipment, painting and repairing
benches at a park, trash dump clean up, building a new
shelter area at the dog park, repairing a broken deck
ramp for an elderly/disabled person, overgrown
public garden cleanup/replanting. If you have ideas
and are not sure, feel free to run them through the
Extension Office for advice. Some projects may
require funding. The Leader/Parent Federation has a
fund that will extend $150 grants to clubs looking to
do service projects. Clubs can also search out
additional funding from Lions Clubs’ and other local
organizations to match the $150. If your club needs
funds, those will need to be approved at a Federation
meeting. Reach out to the Extension Office to be put
on the agenda for those meetings to ask for funding. 
Before and after photos will need to be submitted to
the Extension Office by June 3rd, along with details of
the project. We will be featuring these photos in the
local paper and online. We are not allowing roadside
cleanup to qualify as this challenge. Roadside clean up
has become increasingly dangerous and we do not
recommend that any clubs do this at all, in any
circumstance.


